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Transformus and the City of Mysteria 
 

In the southern Appalachian Mountains southwest of Asheville, there’s a valley nestled below the Pisgah 
ridge, hidden from surrounding civilization like a private oasis. Blessed with green open fields, acres of 
verdant forest, rippling mountain streams and quiet lakes – and home to abundant, diverse wildlife – this 
bucolic nook becomes a gathering place for our community of expressive humans.  

Every year, at summer’s peak, a city like no other is built. Bound by fantasy, fire and fellowship, this city 
emerges, thrives, and then vanishes without a trace. To those new here, the citizens of The City Mysteria, 
which exists in physical form only a few days, but lives in our hearts year-round, extend our warmest 
welcome. Whether this is your first Transformus or your eleventy-first, Welcome Home. 

The underlying philosophy of Transformus follows the Ten Principles of Burning Man, the bedrock of our 
way of life. If you haven’t been to a Burn before, you’re in for a unique and powerful experience like no 
other. The rules are deliberately minimal, and chaos may seem to reign, but burns are far from anarchy. 

Our community is built on respect for each other, shared creativity and a strong sense of playfulness in 
the immediacy of the moment. There is no money in Mysteria. In fact, cash transactions of any kind are 
prohibited (asking where the ATM is will guarantee an interesting response). There are no main stage 
acts for you to passively observe. Everyone is a performer. The entire city is our stage. Our culture is 
participatory. There is no “hired entertainment.” The art, dance and joy that surround you are provided 
by your peers, the citizens of the city, with each camp – and each camper – providing unique gifts.  

The beautiful valley we temporarily inhabit is just as pristine when we leave as when we enter. Trash 
produced in daily life exists, yet there are no trash receptacles. How can this be? This guide will explain it 
all. Please read and understand this guide carefully, so that you can understand your responsibilities as a 
member of our community.  

Preparing for the Journey 
 

The valley where we build our city is named Deerfields, and we include detailed directions on how to get 
there at the end of this guide. 

No basic living services are provided in Mysteria. You are responsible for yourself in keeping with a 
principle called Radical Self-Reliance. There is no electricity, no potable water, no sewage hookups – just 
you and a bunch of port-a-potties. Transformus officially starts on Thursday morning and ends the 
following Monday, so you’ll need to be prepared for a minimum of four nights of primitive camping.  

You’ll park your car in a remote lot – not in your campsite! – and transportation to and from this lot is 
provided down the half-mile winding road that leads into Deerfields. Cell phones do not work in the 
valley, so you’ll be, in more ways than one, in another space. The physical environment isn’t harsh, but 
you should be prepared for long periods of rain, sudden thunderstorms, and intense daytime heat. 

Bring food for you and your party and enough water (usually 2 gallons per-person per-day). There are no 
facilities for washing except those you or your camp brings yourself. The lakes are good for swimming, 
but not bathing. We don’t allow soaps of any kind as Deerfields is a protected watershed. If you don’t 
have a camp shower, use a bowl as a washbasin to stay clean.  

Supplies are easy to pick up in Asheville, in nearby Mills River, or anywhere along your way.  Just make 
sure you have everything, because once you’re set up and inside Mysteria, it’s not easy to leave.  

http://www.burningman.com/whatisburningman/about_burningman/principles.html
http://regionals.burningman.org/
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What to Bring 
 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. DON’T EXPECT THE EXPECTED. EXCEPT THE EXCEPTIONS. 

Transformus is not for the faint of heart or the unprepared. By purchasing your ticket, you agree to 
assume full responsibility for your own health, safety, and well-being. The land and lakes must not be 
polluted with any foreign materials, nor the land littered with feathers, cigarette butts or glitter. You’re 
required to take out everything you come in with, including your trash. There are no dumpsters on site.  

At the bare minimum, each participant MUST bring: 

• 2 gallons of water per-person per-day. 
• Food to survive in the wilderness for the entire time and the means to prepare it.  
• All medications and a first aid kit. 
• Tent with adequate preparations for intense sun and full days of rain. 
• Eating and cooking utensils. 
• Clothing appropriate for hot days and cool nights. 
• Bedding and a towel. 
• Suntan lotion, a hat and umbrella. 
• Extra flashlights, a pocket knife or multi-tool. 
• Garbage bags: pack it in, pack it out! 

 

It is also strongly recommended, for your personal comfort and hygiene, that you bring the following: 

• Portable chairs and table. 
• Multiple pairs of supportive footwear and dry socks. 
• Biodegradable soap, a washbasin, washcloths and talcum powder. 
• Backpack or festival belt, with clear identification (they tend to get lost). 
• Pen and paper. 
• Earplugs (there are no “quiet” hours in Mysteria before 1 am Monday morning). 
• Prophylactics. 

 

But of course, if we all just brought the bare minimum, it wouldn't be Transformus, would it? Mysteria 
hosts a celebration of gifting, self-expression, participation, arts, music and fun. Here are some strongly 
recommended items to bring with you on your adventure: 
 

• Costumes. Let your imagination run wild. Different kinds for different occasions are strongly 
encouraged. However you choose to express yourself is great! 

• Glow sticks, EL wire, blinky things. 
• Drums, musical instruments and props. 
• Decorations for your camp and tent. 
• Inner tubes, foam noodles and water guns. 
• Delicious meals and food to share. 
• Crafts, trinkets, jewelry and shiny things to gift. 
• Tasty libations and spirits to share with those over 21. 

Disabilities and Other Special Considerations 
 

The mountain terrain and the outdoor nature of our event may be challenging, but we welcome those 
with all forms of disabilities to participate. As far as possible, accommodations will be made for the 
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specific needs of those with disabilities or medical conditions. If you have any questions or would like to 
discuss any special needs you may have, please contact our Disabled Burners by emailing 
disabilities@transformus.com . 

Remember to bring all necessary medications with you. Basic first aid will be available, but in the event of 
a serious emergency an ambulance will be called to transport you to the nearest medical facility. Bees and 
yellowjackets make their home at Deerfields, and we have stings each year, so bring an Epi-pen if you 
have severe allergic reactions. Should you require your vehicle to power a CPAP machine or other 
medical device, please inform the Disabled Burners liaison, so that we may recommend a camping 
neighborhood which can accommodate your vehicle and issue you a Disabled Camper Parking Permit. 

Because of the prevalence of flame effects and fire-based art, please notify us if you require personal 
oxygen tanks. We’ll recommend the safest camping neighborhood and instruct you about areas to avoid 
for safety concerns. ADA-approved portable restrooms will be provided in several locations throughout 
Mysteria. Please inquire with the Disabilities Liaison or TITS (Transformus Information Transmission 
System) regarding their placement and the most convenient camping neighborhoods or locations to 
access them. If you’re camping with a theme camp, please ask your theme camp organizer to relate your 
needs to the Theme Camp Team at themecamps@transformus.com well before the event. 

Arriving in Mysteria 
 

Getting all y’all freaks into and out of Mysteria is a logistical feat, and it requires everyone’s participation 

and cooperation!  Shortly before the event, we will publish the 2016 In-and-Out Guide, which will have all 

of the details on such important concepts as Traffic Patterns, Transfer Stations, and Exodus.  This is 

essential reading! 

Gate Hours 
 Tuesday  9am to 9pm  Theme camp set up teams on very limited entry list 

 Wednesday  9am to 9pm   Theme camp members only. 

 Thursday  9am to 12am  Public Entry opens! 
 Friday  9am to 12am  Public Entry continues! 

 Saturday  9am to Noon  Public Entry wraps up! 

Gate hours this year will be strictly enforced, so plan accordingly. Arriving 5 minutes after gate closing 
means you won’t be allowed in until the next morning. Don’t forget your printed ticket, signed waiver and 
identification for entry.  All three must be present for entry.  
 

Important Tips! 
If you want to make your entry and exit at Transformus as smooth and painless as possible be sure and 
follow these tips. They will make your life easier and help out your fellow Mysterians and volunteers. 

★ Carpool! Carpool! Carpool! Our parking lot is limited and space for cars is at a premium. Every 
Mysterian who buddies up and carpools saves space, helps keep cars out of the murky area in the 
lot, helps ensure your belongings get to your camp faster and more securely, and reduces delays at 
every step along the way.  It’s good for you and the event. CARPOOL! 

★ Bring several tarps. They are a general necessity for camping in Mysteria but since you will be 
going through the transfer stations, tarps will help keep your gear dry, ensure your gear stays 
together, and help identify which pile o’ gear is yours.  

★ Don’t arrive late at gate. Gate hours are strictly enforced. Don’t get locked out by cutting it close. 

mailto:disabilities@transformus.com
mailto:disabilities@transformus.com
mailto:themecamps@transformus.com
mailto:themecamps@transformus.com
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★ Know where you are camping. The neighborhood and theme camp (if applicable) are required 
bits of info to make sure you get where you are going properly. Not having this info causes delays 
and may mean you have to walk your gear all the way to camp from an incorrect location. 

★ No cars allowed on site after dark on Wednesday. All cars must be out to the parking lot by 
Wednesday night and anyone arriving on Thursday or Friday will not be allowed to park 
anywhere other than temporarily at the transfer station to unload. 

★ Don’t plan on driving to your camp site. Weather and land condition will determine 
who/where/and IF anyone will be able to drive to their camp site. It’s best to plan on using a 
transfer station. 

★ Pack everything in containers. Loose items are the worst! Make sure all your gear, and we mean 
EVERYTHING, is in some sort of container, whether tub, crate, box, bin, or other carryable and 
handled thing. Unloading and loading at transfer stations is faster, easier, and less stressful if it’s 
just a matter of moving containers instead of a million loose items and bags. 

★ Help your fellow burners! If everyone helps load, carry, and watch everyone else’s gear then 
entry and exodus will be super smooth and friendly. Communal Effort means helping each other 
and everyone benefitting! 

Living in Mysteria 
 
There are two broad categories of camps at Transformus: Theme Camps and individual camps. A theme 
camp is a pre-planned group of people camping together with a collective mission to provide a unique 
service to the community. If you belong to a theme camp, you’ll stay wherever the Theme Camp 
Placement Team designates. Theme Camps are placed long before the event begins, and it’s your job to 
know exactly where you’re camping.  
 

If you are not part of a theme camp, several areas are set aside for individual camping. Within these areas 
there are no pre-designated campsites – find a spot you like and “pitch your tent.” There are two major 
things you may want to consider about your choice: insects and noise. Avoid the orchards if you’re 
allergic to bees, and stay away from Valhalla if you like to sleep at night.  Remember that you won’t be 
able to escape noise completely – earplugs are advised for those who need quiet to sleep. 
 

Once your camp is set up, meet your neighbors. Make new friends. Explore the city. Absorb the 
mysterious and delightful place by sharing creativity and interacting with new friends. It may look like 
chaos but it is not. There’s a hidden order based on the general way of life that most burners share. That 
way of life is written up in a set of “principles” that originated at Burning Man, and that all burns do their 
best to follow. The principles aren’t rules, and they aren’t really even ideals – they are more like 
statements of how we want to live. They subtly govern our time in our little Eden here, so let’s talk about 
them, how they transform your time in Mysteria, and possibly, transform you. 

Radical Self Reliance 
 

We’ve covered this.  Bring what you need.  Make sure you have enough to survive.  Don’t expect anyone 
else to take care of you.  If you think you’re gonna need it, you gotta bring it.  But this principle also 
extends beyond stuff.  You are responsible for your own behavior at all times in Mysteria.  Our city is one 
in which you are encouraged to explore your creativity and push your boundaries.  But at the end of the 
day, always remember that you are your own responsibility – and nobody else’s! 
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Radical Inclusion 

Transformus is an 18+ event.  So, as long as you emerged onto this plane after the appropriate rotation of 
the earth, you are welcome at our event.  There is no such thing as the right way to be a burner.  One of 
our favorite elements of this community is that there is such a beautiful, diverse, weird, unique, cross-
section of society that finds its way to our mountain.  Be the most you that you can be. 

Participation 
 

We’ve all been to concerts, fairs and sporting events. Although each is different, the hidden model which 
they operate under is the same: an entertainment or service is hired/created by “them,” and “we” pay for 
entry then passively consume that content. But Transformus is radically different: there is no “us” or 
“them”. You are the entertainment. You are the art. Your fellow citizens are the services, each giving the 
gifts they choose and receiving the gifts of others. That’s what we mean when we say “You are 
Transformus.” You aren’t here to consume. You’re here to plunge in and be a part of the community in 
whatever ways work best for you. No one is going to assign you a role – you invent that for yourself. This 
is magic.  One great way to participate is to volunteer! Go to the Transformus website before the event 
starts, click on the “volunteer” button, and follow the instructions. Sign up and help our city run!  

Immediacy 
 
You know how sometimes you’re walking down the street and you see a thing and you think, “If only I 
had the time…” Well, in Mysteria, you have the time. The time is now. Embrace the moment. Jump in to 
the action. Don’t let the moment pass you by.  

Decommodification 
 
You can’t buy or sell anything in Mysteria – it’s a city without cash or credit. There are no commercial 
sponsorships here. You should not see (or display) logos or advertisements. Nor do we barter. The word 
“transaction” has little meaning here. Everything you receive is a gift from another person, and 
everything you give is likewise. Does this sound radical? It is. And it makes for a profoundly magical 
change in how we relate to one another. When money (or any medium of exchange based on property) 
doesn’t stand between people, we find how much we have in common: relationships flourish, friendships 
form, joy is felt.  

Gifting 
 
The entire economy of Mysteria is built on the principle of gifting.  Our city thrives because every 
inhabitant gifts themselves, their times, their skills, and their energy to make it happen.  We encourage 
you to give and accept freely and without expectation.  You will find that a community free of quid pro 
quo may just change how you see the world. 

Radical Self-Expression 
 

What’s the Dress Code of Mysteria? There isn’t one. You’re free to wear – or not wear – whatever you 
want. There are no fashion police (although wearing things with prominent corporate logos usually isn’t 
done and could get you a negative comment or two.) It’s doubtful that even in your wildest dreams you’ll 
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come up with an outfit more “out there” than two or three others within a hundred yards of you at any 
point or time of day. 

On the other hand, wearing normal everyday clothes is perfectly acceptable, although you may feel 
slightly out of place. Dress how you feel. Express yourself differently as your week here progresses. 
Evolve your exterior alongside your interior.  

It’s as simple as that. But remember this is a responsibility as well as a freedom – accept the ways others 
chose to express themselves without your own judgment or negativity. 

Communal Effort 
 

Pitch in!  Help out!  There’s no ‘I’ in Mysteria.  Er…wait.  The absolute best way to do your part is to sign 
up for a volunteer shift over on www.transformus.com.  Give us your body, and we’ll put it to work! 

Civic Responsibility 
 

Remember this is our city – it’s not “their” city. We build it, we maintain it, we tear it down when the 
event ends, we ensure no trace is left behind. Volunteer and participate as much as you can. It’s 
wonderful to be accepted as you are, and wonderful to be accepted as part of a community. Give back, in 
whatever measure you can. Service and creativity are the currency of Mysteria. 

In Mysteria, we not only look out for the community in general, we look out for one another. It is our job 
to take care of one another. If you see someone in need of help, help them or get in touch with a Ranger. 

Leave No Trace 
 

Pack it in, pack it out – Everything you bring to Mysteria must be taken back out with you. There are no 
public trash receptacles. MOOP is an acronym for Matter Out Of Place, and you’ll see and hear this word 
often. If you see trash, pick it up, and please leave your campsite better than you found it.     

Transportation 
 

Mysteria is a pedestrian city, only staff shuttles and approved mutant vehicles are allowed to operate. 
Walking allows you the opportunity to talk to your neighbors and take-in our beautiful surroundings. 
Unless you’re driving to or from your campsite, all vehicles must be parked for the duration of the event 
in our remote parking lot.  

DMT operates shuttles to remote parking and assists with arrivals. If you see an empty seat on a staff cart 
going by, don’t be afraid to ask for a ride to wherever it may go next.  DMV manages all mobile art. If you 
plan to operate mobile art, contact DMV@transformus.com for registration and inspection. 

Art and Creativity 
 

Transformus is a place where everyone can feel comfortable sharing creativity with one another. We 
encourage all types of creative expression from costuming to interactive installations, visual art, 
movement art, flash mobs, and performance art. The city of Mysteria is a work of art itself. The leadership 
group as a whole works hard to provide a fertile environment where each participant feels comfortable 
sharing their creativity without fear of being judged.  

http://www.transformus.com/
mailto:DMV@transformus.com
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Placement of art and choice of performance space is left up to the participant. If you have something 
large, contact creativity@transformus.com. If your art utilizes Flame Effects, it must be pre-approved 
before operation, contact frt@transformus.com for inspection. 

Creativity is the real commerce of Mysteria. What you share with others – through creativity, gifts, time 
and service – is where our sense of value arises. Be a real part of sharing and help those who see only 
opportunities to consume find alternative ways to share and better interact with our city.   

Security 
 

Remember that while in Mysteria, you’re also in the United States and North Carolina and therefore 
subject to all federal, state and local laws. Transformus is held on private land, and normally no plain-
clothes law enforcement officers are on duty during the event, but this is not a guarantee that law 
enforcement is not present at all times – nor a license to ignore the law. It’s every individual’s civic duty 
to conduct themselves in a manner which never requires law enforcement to enter our space.  

A private security staff is contracted by the board, through the landowners of Deerfields, and the 
Mysteria Rangers are available to assist citizens in mediating disputes or to escalate special situations. 
Rangers carry radios, to call for rapid assistance when necessary. It’s important to understand that 
Rangers are volunteer participants just like you. They aren’t here to enforce rules or be an arm of 
authority; they’re here to help prevent the need for any authority to be involved.  

Alcohol 
 

Transformus is an 18 and up event, and those between the ages of 18 and 21 will have a special 
wristband identifying them as “Under 21.” If you’re serving alcohol anywhere at any time, you are fully 
responsible for making sure the person is over 21 years of age. 

Amplified Sound 
 

The new Transformus Sound Policy is set according to neighborhood. Theme Camps are placed in areas 
with similar sound tastes in order to help create neighborhood cohesion and to create a variety of spaces 
for our citizens.   
  
Amplified sound is permitted during the following hours: 
 
Argonath: 8am - 11pm 

Avalon:  8am - 2am 

Eden:  8am - 11pm 

Elysium: 24 hours (Restricted from 2-8am) 

Narnia:  8am - 11pm 

Nutopia: 8am - 11pm 

Parad. Plat.:  24 Hours 

Shangri-la:  24 Hours 

Valhalla:  24 Hours 

Xanadu:  24 hours (Restricted from 4-8am) 
  
Enforcement can include: 
*Asking to reduce volume or turn off the sound source.   

mailto:creativity@transformus.com
mailto:frt@transformus.com
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*If further violations occur, confiscation of equipment (generators, power cords) for the remainder of the 
burn. 
*In extreme cases of repeated violations, further action will be taken on a case-by-case basis. 
 
In addition, all amplified sound must be turned off by 1 am on Monday morning.  Only acoustic 
instruments are allowed after that time, and this is strictly enforced.  

Medical Services 
 
Minor medical care is provided by volunteers, supplemented by staff through a paid vendor. All major 
injuries are referred to the local Emergency Room. If you need medical care, find a Ranger, or make your 
way to the Pavilion Stage area, in the center of Mysteria. 

Leaving Mysteria 
 
All good things must come to an end, and so does Transformus. The process of breaking camp and leaving 
is called Exodus, and it requires everyone’s patience.  Over the course of two days, participants pack-up 
and leave by one narrow road. The same DMT team vehicles that helped citizens into the city will be 
running shuttles from the fork in the road (between the cabins) to remote parking all day Sunday and 
Monday. Each participant will then drive their personal vehicles into camp and pack up their camp’s 
things before noon. This can be a slow process at times because of the limited transportation facilities 
and narrow road, so patience is appreciated. Please allot extra time for your car retrieval and departure, 
Exodus delays can exceed one hour at peak times, and several hours in cases of heavy rain.  

Everyone is sad in some way to leave, and many people are fairly exhausted from inadequate sleep. This 
can make for an emotional brew. Be prepared for this, it happens to nearly everyone to some degree or 
another. 

Be careful as you leave, to account for everything you brought with you, including all trash. Pack it in – 
pack it out, even micro-MOOP. Be respectful of the people who live in the vicinity of Deerfields and 
dispose of your refuse in proper receptacles. 

Mysteria vanishes in its physical form each year, but lives in our hearts until the next time we gather. 
When back in camp reality, we take time to decompress all your Transformus experiences; it can take 
weeks to process everything we saw, did and felt. Returning to our default world from such a utopian 
community, you may notice things that require change. For some, this “decompression” experience is 
overwhelming at times. Know you have a year-round Burner family across the globe, find the next Burn, 
and go participate with all your heart. 

Thank you for being a part of our family. 

Directions 
Print your directions ahead of time, the last few steps require close attention. 

Address 
Deerfields  
112 Watagnee Trail 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742 
 
Google Maps online map. 

http://goo.gl/maps/qeDX
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Directions  
• Find your way to interstate I-26, towards Asheville, North Carolina. 
• Take I-26 to Exit 40 (Old Exit 9, the Asheville Regional Airport exit). 
• Take Exit 40 (Hwy 280 West) towards Brevard and go past the airport. 
• Go 4.5 miles from the Airport Road Exit and turn right at the light onto South Mills River Road 

just after crossing the Davenport Bridge (it’s the next right past the turn for North Mills River 
Campground). Note there are two different North and South Mills’ River roads. 

• Stay on South Mills River Road for 5 miles to the dead end.  
• Turn right onto Watagnee Trail, and be on the lookout for satellite parking and event check-in. 

 

Remember, these are rural mountain roads: curvy, narrow and when it rains they turn into mush. Drive 
safely, drive slowly and always be respectful of farm traffic and pedestrians. As much as we value radical 
self-expression, some of local residents may not get it. Treat them with respect when you venture into 
town, smile and wave. Don’t dump your trash on their property or at local businesses. Help us continue to 
build respect amongst these rural locals.  

Local Resources 

Groceries and Supplies 
 
Food Lion 

6 Cross Road Dr. 
Mills River, NC 28759 

828.890.4706 

(Turn right at the next stoplight, just after South Mills River Rd.) 
 

Ingles Markets  
3338 Boylstown Hwy 
Mills River, NC 28759 
828.891.3260 
 
Target Asheville South 

17 McKenna Rd. 
Arden, NC 28704 

828.681.0341 
 

Earth Fare Asheville 

66 Westgate Pkwy. 
Asheville, NC 28806 

828.252.7656 
 

Greenlife Grocery 

70 Merrimon Ave. 
Asheville, NC 28804 
 

Gas Stations (for current gas prices, go to www.gasbuddy.com) 
 

Citgo 

3772 Brevard Rd. 

http://www.gasbuddy.com/
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Horse Shoe, NC 28742 
 
Exxon 
5411 Hendersonville Rd. 
Fletcher, NC 28732 
 
Marathon Gas 
4197 Haywood Rd. 
Mills River, NC 28759 
 

Hardware 
Lowe's 

109 Duncan Hill Rd. 
Hendersonville, NC 28792 

828.696.4900 
 

Mills River Hardware 

4166 Haywood Rd 

Horse Shoe, NC. 
828.891.9699 

More Information 

Website 

Official information can only be found in one place, at our event website: www.transformus.com. There 
you’ll find Theme Camp listings, eight years of financial reports, additional transparency, years of 
Creativity Grant winners, and your method to sign up for volunteer shifts. 

How to Volunteer    
Transformus is volunteer-run, no one gets comped and few vendors are paid. Get involved and sign-up 
for your shifts by registering on the website, logging in, and then clicking Sign Up under the Volunteer 
tab. The Sign Up menu option will not show in the menu until you’re fully logged-in. 

Organization and Financials 

Detailed information about how Transformus is organized, who attends, and how we manage our money 
can be found in the 2015 Afterburn Report. 

Burning Man Project affiliation 

Transformus is a 2016 sanctioned member of the Burning Man Regional Network. 

Year-round community 

The Transformus Facebook Group is an informal, unaffiliated place for participants to virtually gather 
year-round: https://www.facebook.com/groups/89335425432/.  

 

http://www.transformus.com/
http://www.transformus.com/
http://regionals.burningman.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/89335425432/

